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¥ar iz responsiinlis Jor some Tmny
and ¥ don'%t nmecesgsariliy mean tha g :
in the bliackouts. The most ramdus !
wept Iin British vandom the FPiat at
inn Road. is finally smashed . and Bill Tample
is settling down {(we hope) te 8 Tranguil sx.ish
eone with his wiife. Avthur €iarke we ..say
! 1a semewhere in Enfield. living on ton of "y
Mmill ~ or 3s it two hills? The other hii2 Tmust
be for his Tamous Xgo - -
Algo peculiar is a fanmag recent.iy recelvsd
in thege parts a typed affair called lhe
“Pantac iynic". Heaven knews who prodaced inis,
rut as it‘s free we don 't mind The postmark
ig Haiifax, ard the typewriter is something
1ike that of Wilt Cockroft ......? :
Marcl: issue of Horjizon csonitains an intow- ]
egbing articla on boy ‘a Weeklies by %. Orwell,

in which he mentions the new style of Fiction |
that is creeping in - namely. ssience-Tiactier.
RPemember o buy the Wizard whern you get tirei a

af Amazing (though yot oughl to have bgsao tired
of that long e&go!’ 3ame lague &.s¢ ras art.
jecle “Communist Policy and the Inteiiectunlis” :
wnich reads just like Do Iowndes
Speaking of Doc we have an announcersni

from that worthy ceunserning ¢ pew, nebh periisep
magazine to ve isBucG “Beionce Fictilon Weekiy®
which sells at 5: per copy ~-- but we have 6o 2
jdea how Engiish fane can sudperibe. -
r Edmond Hami Yion § space wurped maglretisn

jg let lcose in the new Standard mag.- ‘Yap - ﬁ
tadn Puture®. in his biurs he zazs thet he 13 0
) wi 1ling to send his threc muskelgers ¢’ space
. anpywhere the readers wish., CoNe oR, Fou Zugs
write and tell himj

{coatinued on page 28/

WARCH §

i

340

£ .0 B Pw e a0 S5 0.0 afe &

¥ 4
‘S RIS ‘ publicaticn F




& MYSTERY / &
EARTH / Jou [ Buace

The man from Mavs ad iusted nis tan eyes
soratehed his iower chiwn 9ith a fliipper; and
stepped out of the space ship on to the mono-
tenouz green of the pilanet caiied Barth, or:
in colioquial Martian, Thadume. Taking a
peie with a piece of bhunting on it from under
hig top layer of zkin, he planted it in the
aoft 96i1l and said Y hereby take over this
terrztory in the name of Gush  the Emperor
of Nether and Neither Mars. * Those in the
#nip behind him saluted with their ¢ iippers:
and oroke into the reuvcous strains of the
Paton Canal Seng. the NRationai Anthem of Mars

Ha¢ing tiniehed alil the necesspary tink-
ering and formalities, a4 smali payty isfi the
ship and commenced to explore tne survounding
countryside. 1t was evident that the dis-
trict they hed landed in wasz uninbabited. bui
they had geen citieg as thsy skimmed through
the atmosphere and wers gure that lite ex-
isted somewhere Trudging along over green
meadews uttering blasphemous oatiis because
of the tarribis gravity they at length came
to the top of a rise and locoken down into
a wide valiley . .

¥hat had once been a ¢ity stood in the
middle of this piace and from the huge gaps
tnat had teen torm in the masonry poked long
nuzz iay  some of them a’imowt ihundated by
ra i ian masonry and huge piies of debris b

No: " gaaspad Thain one of the eading
Mertian phiiogepiners  wno was one of the parx

Ly "1t sapnot bey v
Far o said the jesder gravely . ¥By

e npes e of Doz Yothoth that our rirst
iatarplacetary arpedition should iead s o
4 wovrid shsre the aviis of warfare nace not
yel peen elaminsted;  let us gee 1f tpese
"oo lish beings HAare jeft any trare o them
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selves. or if they have aii hesn Xitiod. as

was g0 neariy the case in sur own far past
Grimacing with distagte *the party went

down into the ghamblies that lud once been a

mighty city but was now a deac shapeless ruin.

That the catasirophe was oniy of recent occur
rence couid plainily be seen {for the bodies
had not yet decayed, and paper notices £till
fluttered slightly from the Ywardings in,the
city. But there was no sign of life and the
obvious agony in which so many of the men had
died hinted at some deadly gas that might con
ceivably hove eliminated alli mankinud

.The language on tlie posters was peeuliar.

The primitive method of sign writing sgtill

held good on this plaret, it was evident. and

many were the legends that greeted the Mar-
tians. though at the time they could. natur-

. ally: not understanc them After a short
purvey had been made of %the city and several
«Buriosities including a number of oid books
" from a degerted reference livrary (the Mar-
tians did not know it but reference 1librar-
ies were aiways deserted/ they reiturned to
the ship

Among the books they had taken was a dic-
tionary. and severai children's books turned
up in successive expeditions. A stay cf two
years sufficed to6 gather materiai ail orf it
trom shattered towns littered with dead who
had. of course: died to save their children
trom having to fight. They had done that
ail right. oput no one ever 1l1lived to reaiise
it. After this period the space-ship once
more took to the rolid: leaving Earth quiet' ami
gtiii and thankfui for the peace that had
come after so many centuries

Professor Eglars the sciertific expert
was frankly contemptuous of “he low grade of
intelligence shown by the nativesr of the
worid they had Just :ieft and pointed out




GARGOY 1B BAGE FIVE

ti:at if they 1ad but one scienti®ic brain
worth speakxing of the gaa could eagily have
been counteracted, amd that if they had had
one man in the world with any sense the war
need never have happened since war is always
tutile. It 1is to be fesr2d that he did not
xnow the difficulties peopie of that time had
to struggle under, for there had undoubtedly
veen great brains which were suppressed by
the ruling classes. 1he men who had died
would readiiy have testitfised to the greatness
of guchh dafferent charactors as Tommy Hand ley,
Joln ¥. Burke, and the Arvchibizicp of Canter-
bury, who werc rorribly alsuncerstood by the
men in power. .
The language experi; who wag very inter- -
=atea In dead tongues and vulgar phraseg so
0ld that they stagk, confegged that in one
vase he was puzzled. Tihe huge pile of liter-
ature they had brought back frowm EBarth (Tha-
dwnp) had . after caretul stwdy vty the best
brains ¢f the Martiar worid given up most
of its secrets. osutr tha a2aming of one part-
icalar phrase campletely =ucaped everyone.
This pharase s displaysd prominently
gverywhera and ithough st tirst it was taken
at its face vaiue. it goon became obvious
that a deeper meening nust b2 gought. The
plirase appexred 1in newapape:s. books, and on
placaris It wag apparsnat thev it was the
vagis of sowe roligion as the Harthlings
appearod ito have been very superstitious,
having raipad artisticalily atrocious edifices
21l over the placa in which 6 luse them-
selyes in religious fervour. probably this (
wag Just anoilier caleh-phrase like those of
<he books - "God ie love”. *Onward Christian
Soldiers®; “The Fin:t Foct Floogiev. eto
Lacidinz to waste ¢ more Lwime on it. the
scaolars of the J&J left 1v, but fram time
ce time 40 would interest many people. and
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st one time a rather fooliph millionaire who |
had wad2 hig money frouw.selling toy submarines |
tor the chiliren to play with in the canals.
propesetl to devote some of his fortune to
founding a chalr in the university for anvone
“ho would devote his life to ithe study of the
ayatic phrase. Fortunately he was taken to
Nis maker; Ssg Yothoth. apd all that now
semalins of the wrstericus religion is a larve
poster wept in th= Royal Canal Museum, hewring
the never-to - be-transiated message:

*Alviayg takxe your gas masi witlh you?

: i AUL.  KE T
Ao By arn |

4

L “‘NCE VERSA" tisy Thcw\ \WooDEarRD,
E e P T — e O

Descrined &« "3 novel in the sur-realist
manney addresged Lo the anti-mociai *the en-
zaging.iy mad . and the entireliy unconstructivan
ViCE VERSA is an es=say in fantasy by the weil
nown American novelist o Jack Foodferd .

/ : From
the first pags to the 1ust it is outre. biz-
arre incomyrenanslrle rornoegrayhic. grot-

SgqQuUe Sive . hes e
vet fascinating.

A deli-
2ious nodge-podge of fantagy: psycho-ana lysis,
antire; 1nuan1uy avd Babe iiasian huwiour . nay-
”ated sueeinet ly in & manner caleculated to

ve the bewildprei resder a perpetusl series
9 mental - ard noral shooks.
2nd quite
suy regalietis
Thatersry thet measns
; Tie story of & med mkan;
% mad woumn. g¥mad d6s & mad gnake and s Tl
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wirnod) cpeicaias gyara S oling

. hether Sylkors can looge 2nd bind
1n fandom az well as on Earth:
Tt it pe wiser to Xill fankind
RBefore or arter birth
These are matters of high concern
Where Spear and Warner are;
Bat Gholy State (we haze lived to learn)
Tndeth in Gnoly War!

Whether the fans are decayed from the neck
Or only thres guarters dead:

Whether Taurasi is six years o!d
Or 4S hag hornsg in his head

Theae are things we have gcssiped of -once
{And they will not plague us acgain)

’ Por Gholy peorple, haowever it runs,

Must some day grow up and be ment

TR —

‘whatsoever: for any cause
Geckath tc tske or give
Fandom importance beyond the laws,
guffer it not to live;
CGroly State or Foofoo's King--
Or grea*t new fardem’s Will--
Have noe truck with the senseless thing. "
Oréder your peng and killt

ODnce there was a Fandom--Adoliescence gave it

pirth;
Ance there waz a Fandom and 1t made a Hell
of Barth.
Rerth arose and crughed 1% iisten: O ye
: s laint
Once there was & Fandom- -it shall nevexr be
; againt

% rantacynic’'s pet mandragog

ve o, DF. On 2. Towl
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I am gtanding or the corner one swmer
avening just as it i ‘getting dark when who
should I see but Sourpuss Slatsr who ups and
glves me & biz helle. I arm somewhatl surprisa
at this for Scurpuss iz such a guy as ig oo
busy chasing guys w»ith doush te gpeak ts me.
but 1 anawer him friendly Lecause that’s the
way I am. Thisg Seurpuzs is a shoriish fattig’
character with a square shaped mug and hag a
strictly legitimate racket ail of his own.
which congists of buying up old shacks that
are ahout on the sorap-hesp and selling them
for large sums to rich mugs ag like *that sort
of thing. It is a good racket. and though
the shacks often fail down in a wary ghort
time indesd 3t ig vof before the mugs are
tired of them.

It turng out that Sourpucs has a great
worry on him and hz procesds to unload his
tale of woe to me

"It is about & moxath ago that T buy 3
shack uptown,® says Sourpuss. “Ii ig a2 very
fine shack altlough 1t is wroubtedly very
old; anf I piek it up very cheap from a guy
who gsays he is geing abroad. It ia too vaiu-
able to sell very eagy. but I get next to a
certain preminent citizen who ‘& no othar than
Mr Hyrem C. Yandoarvans and I lsage it tec him
for a year, zeitting two G in zdvanse o

"Well that is very gmart of you Ssurpuss®.
1 say. “#r Vandervare is certainly no tipght
wad but tws & ig quite a gob for a deposit.
But why dees Mr Yandervsng want another shack
on tor af a.l tlinge he hag?"

"I do not knew." amve Sourpusg. fand it
ig not for mz to wonder about such things. b
#hen the trouble starte it appears. thers iz
a very-veauiiful ¢oll with him who is certain

i S -

e ———
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7 not his evsr loving Bnd sffectionate wife
Tneiiia unless she changes her name to Babe.

It appears thai Mr Vandervans and this
i9li are in tre parieur ef this o3 shack
taoking at Mr Vandervang' efchings wher. the
4n1il complains she feela a draft. Mr Vender-
sang finds the door is epen and gets up amd
chuts it. They are not gettlsd down again when
there is this draft arain and Mr Vandervans
1ing to gshut it again. and this time he glides
the catch. He is not sitting down long before
+the door is open again, and this peeves him
gquite a 1little so that when he ghuta it again
ne jams the back ef a crhair under the handle
20 that it will take one helluva push to eren
+rat door. ¥e is just picking up where he
ieft off when there is & loud noise arnd they
look up to find the door just swinging open
and pushing the remnains of chair in front of
it-

"Well Mr Varmiervans 1s somewhat lit-up and
the chances are that if he ig by himself he is
not going to take any notice of thcse most
unusual happenings hut the coll with him is
considerably upset, and when the couch they are
sitting on is suddenly shoved acrosa the rocom
even Mr Vandervang thinks it 1s better they
take the air

*He ig all sored up about losing the Teneft
of Miss Bab's company and he ruts quite a beef
about this shemozzle to me in fact he desires
me that I cause these happrenings to ceare
forthwith and if I can’t de thiz he ig going
to get the two G hack he pays me for rent.

"And that®. says Sourpuss, "is most awk-
#ard since I do not know how to deal with
agpooks and I gpend the two G a week ago."

"We il Sourpuss" I say, "it seems the guy
who sells you this shack pulls a fast ope over
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on you and personalily I wouldl give back the
two G's and write &t 9ff as experience Eut
if you desire te unspook your shack Almanac
Johngon wili dg 1t for you.*

Bourpusgs assuras me that it g the datter
vropoeitisn ke is in favour of and I take
him to see ¢l Almanac. This 13 & very ancient
guy who writeg up asirology columns for Lle
morning bladders and ahe looks very goof in
the photographs since he im covered with whiie
hair from the neck up, We find him at his -
usuel stanee at Hooray louls's, for this Alman- |
ac is something of a rumpot; In fact if he is
not such a rimpot the chances ars he is not
going te lower himself to spessk t0 guch xg me
and Sourpuss. Fe listens te Scurpuss’s propons-
ition and says he is quits agreaalle ¢ taking
& poke at this gpook but it wilil cogt Sourpuss
five C’s. Sourpuss is congiderably pa ned by
thnls and they have quite an argument. but Al
ranac wirs in the end ané geoes round to his
apartments to get hig tackle

Now why ¥ do not bid Sourpuss a fond fare-
well at this point is something I never Xnow:
anlegs it is because I have 2 few snorta of
apple-jack eariier on in the evening. because
if there is one thing I can do without it is
speock -hunting But'1l wait with Sourpuss for
Almanace and we have a few ghots of rye io nass
the time away. and when Almanac does com2 back
I am feeling very friendly towards one and &1l
even Sourpusa- Which only chows what a sap
rye will make out of any man, for ordinarily
I do not like Sourpuss one littie bit

We 212 pile in a cab and gn round te thig A
shack of Sourpugs’s. and I have to admit that P
it 4s one fine ghack. It gtands 211 by itselir
with o bhic wall all around. and the room in _
vhrich the happenings dccur ig very good indsed. I

SR Gl b s e

Almanac getg ug tc pile all the furniture in
ene corrner and takes up the carpets and draws g
4
&



AR an E——

2g though this laughter is medie by someone a
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2 fiwes or meyre 1% igogevrers . pointed star
n.chalts cn the £loor At ocaci norner he gticke
bit of cacile ane lighfg %, and ha fetcheg ¢
iittle pet tisng out ofp iy bag that he calls
21 incengs burner, which produces 8 funny groon
acke. : ¥ e et e !
*Stand dngide leres and don -t let out no
art of & squawk whatever happens®, Almanac
ngtrveta use o
Ve a&n an Yo save, =zod he goes on drawing
‘unny ‘iecking equiggles on the floor anrd now
1d- then recit~s something in some apie langu-
e . - Suddenly he fhrews gome more powder on
sha burner: that filis ile room with green
moke ‘go'dhiek wouv can’t see anything farther
nan’ the cendlices  and hegins ghouting some~ -
hing end weTing his hands ilke he was off his
rien. Wha' he wes shouting reither me mnor o
Sgurpuss kasw put it sounds like a cross be- !
tween Taffy Jonesg with hig pets on ang monkeys
shattering. Swdieniy there is a crash like
he doer ig ¥isked ogpen and a considerable
shenariganc ~armenses asomewhere, and Almanac”
shueks some mere powder on the burper and
contirues to hallerx. Only il does not seem
13 theuzh hs 1g doing ao good. for one or two
of the card Jes becin tg flicker as if they were
peing smethersd ond the shenanigang gets worse,
and I thinz T hear someone laughing in a nasty
aneering gert of way. And geoumehow it sounds

tong way off in a biz hollow building ox cave’
Admanse is very pset ab this ss far ag I
an tell for 1 an onlry seceing ris outliine in
he gresp mzoke. and he kind of gathers him-
¢ 1f Logether ard shouts something In 2 new
nguage that wds 1ilte sgmeons gArg ling

fé?e,is a iond nolpe ard 1 find myse i Iying
=7 back on thz drive auigide the heuge,

weing up at the stars
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I get up. and there isg Sourpugs ‘and Almanac
strugsiing up bexide me and in front is noth-
ing but & pile of ru:ins burning iike celluloid.
it zeems vest that we geram pefere the law ap-
pears,; and though we are, of course. somewhat
Gizzy we depart very nriskly. and we are not
grabbed by ary gendszrmes and charged with arsen
oY some such Aimarac tells Sourpuse he is
serry it turne out thus bui that the spook is
& tougher spook than he ever met before. and
Sourpuss says he wiil pay Alma~sc half the fee
anyway 1f bs will veep hig mouth gshut until
sourpugg colliacts the insurance Sourpuss is
10t at all peeved =t loosing his ghack., for
de has It insured for a nelluva sum and maybe

can talk Mr Vandervans out of the two G,
and AmAanac iz guite happy In fact T am the
only one who ie dfsturbed. ard I am wondering p
if 1 really did see what Y thought 1 saw out- ‘
Lined againet the stars when ¥ an blown out
0f the house on to my back. because if it is
‘he rye 1 am going on the wagon for iife, maybe.

HEVO

by

BAUL
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cantinued

frow page kirxajoeu and of their mad doings

Six in mad Ho ilywood - ‘

: A beok suited
te the taste of evrybody -~

e sxgepting

K : Michelists

and My ¥ L. Guabrioison
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#e repeat - BEITEYE IT O NOT bheiz thare

was a time whem we thought a gargoyle wag &
kind of mouthwash that mace noisea Like &
sathep g, lglug-glug-2Xis - t0 be onocm@io
poeically accurate). YWawsdays. howaver wo
knew helter Our dictiosnary teraeliy tells ¢
that a garoyle ig "a garyed Crainspout®. tfhe
cvrpe of thege Woolworth's dictionaries ic
that they are too inexpiicit)

Go apparently we have netamoerphesed froan
a2 mera bath piug into an gdult dralin apoat
a ramarkable f 'at aT creative cvabilution in
dact We are jusitifiably preoud .

ﬁevartheEQSs? thare 1@ another facat tn
the oroblap Johrny Burke mnolitely Informg
(r ﬁnat a gargoyle i & thinguomy Ter Hfiing
TR We have net ths ceurags to gquedgtion
txﬂ ¢%i~w of ewperience. but even granted Lhe
irat niand ecvidance of J&any the ra:iccin
ative procesaes leading up to thie dogmaltic
Eef*nﬁticn are too otscure for our mundans
intailegts But them, Joanny's mind i3 & iaw
anto ldbu,F and whe arc we that we ghould
awit friuty sounds?. We are lost in a fag.
#anat IS a gargﬁy%n°“°

o maks mattera worse; and urgent souwiarn

joua Trem @*i* .~Jplu addzs s fourth side te
ihe Mvst i¢c triangle *1am a gargev?e‘ he
ﬂnnrwnces dramat cally . "buit even my begct
targda wor'h tell megp©
fa., until gamebody elss contributees arneth
avr wide tp whalever cveometrical Pigure thia
lefinition ig to represent, we wash our hands
Gf the whole affdir and exypress our compiete
ignorance of the meaning af the word GA3GD

. |

Ru& we DC kngw what we want Wee want con

t¥itutions of avery gnd many ~ type. ‘mo deng
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| s tnev sontaiy Just moirmeh ae A trace of
SR 5! ieiam - patirs &1 4% or evelr - hwndu

fou mey not be a5 original as TempAe; you
nay. not he ase guttle asg Brith; bul if you
carn write sonetning uo metter iiow brief -
that 1z 1ight arxd enlsrieining . .. let's
haye 3ty _

Pinally . thanks i advsoce for filling
up the rating sz iip erc loagi with this igsus
and more proemature thanlks far your Jettere ﬂf
eriticism ishoald thc" aver mate* imlige
resder‘s leilter sect*an entit led “VOX PAEO?OL&”
#will apprear iz nunbeir fwe 0f ..ooc0cass

GARGIY LR
price 3 ner 48Py .
or
1/6 ~ nix months subscription.
chtninabic Lrom;

! 4. Cotgwoid St..
E ' : ; Kensington.

; Wiverpool, 7
Edited by - Duvid Mclismin.

- THE YRARBOOZ OF °C;:3CE VEIKD & FANTABY FICTION.

‘s aimost encyclopedic in scope, carrice a
comp lete index to pravvically every sine of
science fioctioa penmed during the year &E38
with names of muagszines. dates. aualhory. stor-
ieg. artista. etoc. A preiily handy item to
tvhose who skipped an isgue or btwe of any mag
in the fleli. This YHEARZOOE is an invaluable
cataiogue ¢f scisneg ficsican for the past year .
Size 50 pages quarta fetnila avout all
cience fictien periodicasz in U.8:A.. Xngliand
and Prance. Order HOW fronm
ETE T OCCER F.0. Rox £60. HBaioomington. I};y
cost 2Ug
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80 often have I hear the expression “the
average ran® uged by fans when talking spout
fans that I waa Prompied to Cimd eut onne and
for all the characterigtics and icioavacrasriey
if any, of tiais mueh afscussed "araraze fan”
Only oy standardizing the popGlar sernsention
of the A.F. can we hope' to filter any mesgisn
from the lengthy cebates and discuasiong in
volving the aforesaid fan

You know the sort of thing £% harpeng
at avery S-F meeiing  Above the twwi it one
detects the more npassioned thunder #f a4 con
troversy. One goes nearey One gets an esy
Pulsof Bhia wmsiah

*Smith ig lousy, I tell you. SBupersciewncs

u&hf 114

"But I rspeat ....%

“Ugh ~ ughiv

"IE onlys soutll . owaniaw

"Ugh - ugn - UGH§® :

"The average fan likxeg asupersciencey*

"Ec-lo-neyi" '

*The average fan ....» ~ :

*The average fan oe fdanzedy 1 think Smitr

is lousy 36 therey”
Aind g0 it goes on.

Or again - --

"The average fan iz the vistim 6 S SHE-

reprasgion.”

"Is ha*"

*Without a dounti®

"W 11 ax" I daresay. But I don’t con :

sider nyse il to ve an RvErage Fan Do you™

"Cerisiniy pot¢ ! said the Average fan.

i'm & pupertan - a top live?. f au g0t

asxuL L1y rapressed. Bui the amyerage
See?
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being 1 snob. o neing crazy. of being an
fntrovert, & schizophrevisc and/or a hest of
other undesirabis voiysyiiaris ithings.

And so 1 came to eonsider the possibiiity
of synthesisine a true avearage fan - &1 craaiz?
tan The idea was not new. It nzud been done
pefore by beoth hunorous and zgerious writers
and all types of hono ssp- had sguifered the
humi liation of nveragisation Rut mrever before
had fandom been averaged. -

It reguired Jlong minutes - v hours of
research. Data had to be gifted ard tabuiated,
much time wnz Jogt in bleeching the results
of an sverturned ink beottie, and many labor
ious perieds were spent in drawing tadpoles
cn scraps of paper. Heowever. encouraged
by the realigation that I am. after ail.
British fayd thersfore a demi-ged among the
peoples of the worlid - - gees any newspaper or
listen to the B.B.C.), I made one supreme
effort and finished the selif imposed tapk

The results are of interest:-

Tane Average ¥an is aged ninetcen years.
Pive monthsg. two waeeks and four days Yast april
tha first. He is fiye ft. five ir height,
wears his trousers Just below ths kneeg. and
anaves once every two and a hald months He
has eleven and twn thirds corrvespondents, and
he anawers hig letters six and &« half months
after receiving them. (He gtill cwes his two
thirds of a correspondent two thirds of a let-
ter ¢from last Midsummer’'s eve!.

"he average fan's spectaclies are Tisve milll
metreg in diameter. and ke aports & mougtache
one eighth of an inch scuare. He owns a sey

enth of a bicycle, and has ridden approximate |y

three mites or same. The tyres of his s2venin

of a bicycle are punctured every nine vears:
The Average Fan has half a girl friend.

(the other half being in great demand vy nen

|
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fans. He sperds 4.566d a weck on hig half
girl, and 11/- a wonth en science fiction 1it
evature-

The average fan has a hath once every firf
teen days, gets & haircut every seven weeks;
arxd c¢leang his teeth every forinight.

In srite of his evident imck of cisanii
ness, (though statistics show that the A.F.
ugaes one tabiet of Iirebouy Toilef Soap per
mentr) the average fan marries at twenty two
His ralf wife (formerly his hal® girl frierd)
has one and three cighthe children. (The
other half. wken married to & non-fan. has
two and two thirds children. go it would sec:
that there is something in this repression
bugineegs after all -~ see reginning of this
article.)

He nas ane fifteenth of & typewriter;
‘one gseventy-£ifth of & motor-car, and eats
three and ore ¢isventh weals per day (in spite
of ratioming)- :

The average far has written one humdr
and twenty two and a guarter short stories.
and possesses one hundred anc twenty two and
a guarter rsjection siips. He has had thirty
one letters, three 1311 stores, and half an
cxelamation mar®: in print in promags. He
Las alsgo written s homweopsthic dose of novedl.
(thanks to W.F.Temple and D.McIlwain.)

We hag veen to ghurch twice during his
iifetime (exciuding ehristening) anmd is in
tne arny to the extent of a one hundred amd
thurty third. (This is approximately the
pound of flesh which the Zoverment demands
for cannon fodder. Higtory repeats itself
vague iy? )

Ag you can see from all of the above
characteristics the Average fan is a very
fantastic creature, (« Fantas®t. in facte/

211 ot the above attriputes are thz mean o
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tween widely warving esxtremes. For insitance,
tnough the average fan aweara oncz every {ive
hours; ga2vanteen minutes three point four ssc-
onds,;, vet one of the individualis fras whom the
average was taken swears approximately seven
times & minute and another inhas never sworn
since the time. three incarnatisus &go. ®whan
Henry VIII stole his wife. i A

Yet there is one characteristic din which
every fan appears to be identical: AlLl hold
this saze view: It is an irrefutable dogms-
Every fan. without exception. regards himsgaif
and other fans &8 superior meniszlly; athicaliy,
and asgthetically %o the regt of humanity.
Rvery fan regards himself as a potential genius
frugtrated .. ¥very faa considers himseif teo i
he a little - gometimss a lot - above the nor- ¢
mal intellsct; a mutant member of the species
@itk latent, though undeveioped . powers far
transgcend ing the normal.

Even I, poor fish. believe that.

ROUND & ABOUT by  The CENTAUR (continaed )

Regently came across Hubtchineon's “Hysiery
Story Magazine® which ran round apouh 1927.
teaturirg weird fiction. by Wells .  Snz Rohner.

e Queux and others Ililusiraied iAn asdne cascs
vy Pake gpirit photes. ¥og anybody else cese
scross this at any time?

Joint resifence run dy We ilheim ¥ilson,
Wylie Michel 'and lowmndes seems 1o be scming
along all right. juiging by lzizers irn 'Voice
of the Imagination and ‘le Vombiteur . We weR
about to ask when some Muglish fans woull getl
together but thought of the Fiai and dropped
a silent tear. : _ 4

Rem=mper - your fammagg are in perki - aui-
soripe to them with every halfpenuy you Liave:




MEET A FAMOUS MAN.
by

GPCC C Uﬂliams

{with apologies. to Damon Runyan)

. ( By a sirange coincidence two ot our cortrib
utors in this ipsue have decided to dabble in
Runyanisnm see "Funny Businesa® on pags 8.
Mental teiepathy? Mr Chibbett & the PRORE
attentien.
e Y

Tris particular famous man is Harry Rattile
of Eazt 20th 8ireet, Detroit. This guy is the
first mug to bhave himgelif shot round the moon,
&.i30 he rnas the craziest mind that a Ratt le
pver had. His newa write ups are the serewiest
¥ ever. Wherefore. being that sort ofa gent

-.greasee into my best pants and jump the 12:30
out-town.

Thnis guy, Harry Rattlie, doesn’t interest

‘ma 806 far as his moon stunt goes., what takes
i ‘me to death is his mind. He's goofy and g bit
§ nuts so far as I can make out, and rich nuts
rare just uy piece of cheese. Which i1s why
@aim to meet up with Harry.
» I see ifrom the Detroit rags that this guy
‘has a ring of rusies round his hide out ard
‘thui the onliy Gope the Detroit neweboys get
cones over & wire. Nobody sees this guy,
$which I think is just a bit strange. In fazt,
$ the whole thing has me steamed up. ‘There's
gonething not so - I decide, in fact, the phony
ness of this set up sticke out in my eye.
- I édropa off the Detroit wagon ard hunt
o¢t a guy 1 know down Bast Side. This ham is
S Jerry tlie Hanasome though he's got brains as
#well ag looks: and T tell him I've got a apac-
% 4l date with Harry Rattle. This it works owut
s GQQY and he glips me his private olack cut
T puit. Ten minutes later I walk like a puff ef

ﬁ;mi past -the two flats opn guard outside Ratt i
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| Hoteli nndbroese up LUl alacstor to th
T owait t111 aguy ouf dide” Rathie s ‘dob e,
looking at & pageing diun thon T waft in rbr
this talk Iagoing @ let »ou Boys daomi o
Harry Rattle is =sitting In a chair with -
-hiz batk itowards m~ Hgaring ai e.xf poce . i
through some sort of book un huz Jpy. LT odimy
out of my goodnicht skit znd step quieily wup
setiind njm. T £ind *z&ap}' staring into a ni.,
brown eye set in the back ©f Rattie's head .
Naturally I take one heiluve sount. ¥hen®l
ghep oub of it I aseo Ahares eyad Harryg-has four
erﬁs and ‘I tuke asome move tiue ot from the X
wakeful worid. Thegd spdils g0 on ror atouh i
nallf an nour until Rattie haz shown me 2l of
116t1s tricks. Tnis guy I find. haa three -
Sgyes & fourarasg. $histy two fingers. four degs.
four ears 10 noss, _ard one wow of a brain 2
' that does =z il of his talking Por him. 4'lseo
Ehere are one Or iuwa other queer thinge a.bout
Hnrry thalt «eepein ‘:j ge afPter a 'bi%. some
nis curid@s sre gregns and, ir fact. I ca.n s,pe
@ wWhoie yainbow in bis thatching. Parther,
I mote that nis mouth is.a&s good as net and: .
- that his chin is tis!kewiseo ;
4 prepare 10 wake ug in the nut heuge: bue”

tﬂ..‘..d gsnr, & brain puts me wdss - I am not nut.,; ;

reover woat I se€ ig Ornly the ball of '3t
Harry s Insides aye mare fagceinating ﬁhan i
autelidas  Contreiled evoluticw ¥ the nigw-
wome - woudd i 1ike the dope on aame gy do
% ost11) wart toeo om with oy tvlaclma’ ling
and swind ling negotiations® HE apologises. .
"Hea takes 1t 1°m more interested in the dopes
Harry Plus’ ar he Galle hingeif  then gives
hi the inside [Ta Be CeNqu’,Di‘g.}

M.xu you too will want tc Luow the insids
of this ingenious mysters. o crde' ¥ouyr »apy
et u.AR Q7L Ne: & ‘FOWY The #ivaun ni Cpiy e O
jardtad tirgt come, tiTgk sery :




